Strengthening the free care safety net.
For many of the estimated 43 million people in this country who have no health insurance, free care is often the only health care available. With competition forcing hospitals to cut costs, consumer advocates face new challenges as they seek to ensure that free care remains available to all who need it. This issue of States of Health explores the problems facing both consumers who rely on free care and those who provide that care. It highlights what some advocates and communities are doing to address those concerns.